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Memo From The Board

M e m o  F r o m  T h e  B o a r d

REMINDER: The reservation deadline for our December program is DECEMBER 3. Do please
plan to attend – it’s going to be tons of fun. (Optionally) bring a dozen cookies to swap, and

also a toiletry donation for the Husky Pantry. (Note: I’m bringing my great-great-
grandmother’s iced sugar cookies. The recipe takes 7 cups of flour, but they’re really yummy!)

Please also know that Kathryn Gainey and Jan Sorell have created an updated member
directory. They’ll be sending out the online version to all members. We printed 50 copies, so if
you want hardcopy, those directories will be available at the December meeting for a cost of

$2.00 each (which covers our printing costs). And then we’ll present our “Living Abroad” panel,
where several of our members who have lived abroad will share their experiences. 

           Your Board reviewed updated Fundraiser statistics – we made a net profit of $10,893.14!
And a good time was had by all at the event. If you attended, you know that. And if you weren’t

able to join us this year, why not make plans now for our event next October? 
           We also discussed increasing the charges for program dinners from $20 to $25. The

Finance team presented the 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 SCSU Reconciliation sheets, showing
that we lost money on our programs last year, and so far this year also. We had to budget for a

considerable shortfall, which is really unacceptable. Your Board is considering several other
options, as we are reluctant to raise the cost for our monthly programs. We’ll keep you posted. 

           We voted to make some procedure changes in our Flash Funds and Scholarships for
Young Leaders programs, in that we want to require our grantees to provide us with feedback
regarding how the funds have helped them out in their education experience. Up until now we

haven’t been very rigorous in requesting this feedback; however, as we continue to include
requesting grant assistance, we will need such information to prove the success of our

projects.
           Tech Savvy is well on track for the Feb. 22, 2025 event. We do need volunteers to help,

so please contact Linda Nistler-Schnabel or Jan Bensen to volunteer your services. 
           AAUW National has made changes in the NCCWSL program. The costs of organizing and

administration have not been feasible for AAUW. However, NASPA (Student Affairs
Administrators in Higher Education) will be handling registration and administration for
NCCWSL starting this year.AAUW will still provide speakers, exhibitions, presenters and

promotional supporter. Just that registration will occur at the NASPA website rather than the
AAUW site. We will have to wait to hear from NASPA regarding when this year’s NCCWSL

conference will be, and what the costs will be. We have not committed to sending anyone, but
have applied for a grant to help us send some students. So we’ll see about NCCWSL.

           Hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving and we’ll see you at the December program
(she said, hopefully).

A n d  M o r e . . .

T E C H  S A V V Y

B o o k  C l u b

S a i n t  C l o u d  A r e a  ( M N )  B r a n c h

B r a n c h  U p d a t e ( s )
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B r a n c h  U p d a t e ( s )

J a n  S o r e l l  a n d  K a t h r y n  G a i n e y  a r e
s t a r t i n g  w o r k  o n  a  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5  A A U W

D i r e c t o r y .  I f  a l l  w o r k s  o u t ,  w e  a r e
p l a n n i n g  t o  h a v e  i t  r e a d y  f o r  y o u  b y

t h e  D e c e m b e r  m e e t i n g !
I f  y o u  a r e  a  n e w  m e m b e r ,  w e  m a y  b e
c o n t a c t i n g  y o u  f o r  a  p h o t o  a n d  s o m e
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  y o u r  d e g r e e s

a n d  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e .
I f  y o u  a r e  a  l o n g  t i m e  m e m b e r  y o u

m a y  w a n t  t o  u p d a t e  y o u r
i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  p h o t o .  Y o u  c a n  s e n d

u p d a t e s  t o
k a g a i n e y @ s t c l o u d s t a t e . e d uN e w  D i r e c t o r y

c o m i n g  s o o n !

F A C E B O O K I N S T A G R A M

F O L L O W  U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A

D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 4

A A U W  h a s  s o m e  e x c i t i n g  s o c i a l  m e d i a  u p d a t e s  f o r  t h e  m o n t h !  F i r s t ,  w e  j u s t  s t a r t e d  a n
I n s t a g r a m ,  i t  c a n  b e  f o u n d  w i t h  t h e  u s e r n a m e :  @ a a u w s t c l o u d .  W e  a l s o  a r e  a c t i v e  o n
F a c e b o o k ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  f o u n d  b y  s e a r c h i n g  “ A A U W  S t .  C l o u d  A r e a . ”  C h e c k  u s  o u t  o n

b o t h  p l a t f o r m s  f o r  u p d a t e s  a b o u t  o u r  e v e n t s  a n d  p h o t o s !  

W e  a r e  h a p p y  t o  h a v e  a n y o n e  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  m e d i a s  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  s t a y
a c t i v e ,  r e a c h  o u t  t o  C e c i  M c N a i r  t h r o u g h  e m a i l :  c e c i m c n a i r @ g m a i l . c o m  t o  h a v e  a n y
p h o t o g r a p h s  o r  u p d a t e s  p o s t e d !  B y  m a i n t a i n i n g  a n  a c t i v e  s o c i a l  m e d i a  p r e s e n c e ,  w e

c a n  f i n d  n e w  m e m b e r s  a n d  k e e p  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  p o s t e d  o n  o u r  e v e n t s .  T h a n k s  s o
m u c h  f o r  y o u r  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  s u p p o r t !  

https://www.instagram.com/aauwstcloud/
https://www.facebook.com/aauwstcloud
mailto:kagainey@stcloudstate.edu
mailto:cecimcnair@gmail.com


T e c h  S a v v y  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  a g a i n  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,
2 0 2 5 .  G i r l s  i n  5 t h - 8 t h  g r a d e  w i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  h a n d s

o n  w o r k s h o p s  o f f e r e d  o n  t h e  c a m p u s  o f  S C S U .
W o r k s h o p s  a r e  h o s t e d  b y  f a c u l t y  f r o m  S t .  C l o u d
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  S t .  B e n e d i c t ,

M i c r o b i o l o g i c s ,  a n d  B l a t t n e r  C o m p a n i e s .  L o c a l
b u s i n e s s e s  p a r t n e r  w i t h  T e c h  S a v v y  t o  c o v e r  t h e

c o s t s :  A M G  P r i n t i n g ,  B i g  O a k s  F o u n d a t i o n ,  G r a n i t e
P a r t n e r s ,  a n d  J . A  W e d u m .  T h e  g i r l s  p a y  o n l y  a  $ 1 0

f e e  f o r  t h e  d a y  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  a l l  m a t e r i a l s  a n d
s u p p l i e s ,  a  p a c k p a c k ,  T e c h  s a v v y  t - s h i r t ,  l u n c h  a n d

s n a c k s .  T h e  w o r k s h o p s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  f u n :  a
m a k e r  s p a c e ,  H a r r y  P o t t e r  w i z a r d i n g ,  s o l v i n g  a

c r i m e ,  t h e  p l a n a t a r i u m  s h o w ,  s o l a r  e n e r g y ,
d i s c o v e r i n g  g e r m s  a m o n g  o t h e r s .  I t ' s  a  f u n  d a y  f o r

g i r l s  a n d  a d u l t s .  
P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v o l u n t e e r i n g .

T E C H  S A V V Y

C o n t a c t  u s :  t e c h s a v v y s t c @ g m a i l . c o m

T E C H  S A V V Y  

I S  B A C K !

D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 4



A A U W  B o o k  C l u b s
T h e  T h u r s d a y  A A U W  B o o k

C l u b  m e e t s  n e x t  o n
T h u r s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  1 9 ,  @
6 : 3 0  p . m . ,  t o  d i s c u s s  “ T h e

C o v e n a n t  o f  W a t e r ”  b y
A b r a h a m  V e r g h a s e  –  l e a d

b y  D o n n a .
A A U W  m e m b e r s  c a n

c o n t a c t  M a r y  H a r l a n d e r -
L o c k e  i f  t h e y  a r e

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g .   

Wednesday Book Club
Y o u  m u s t  b e  a  c u r r e n t  m e m b e r

o f  A A U W  t o  j o i n  t h e  g r o u p .
C o n t a c t  M o l l y  a t  2 5 2 - 2 1 6 6  o r

C l e o n e  a t  2 5 5 - 1 3 9 7  i f
i n t e r e s t e d .  H o p e  t o  s e e  y o u

t h e r e  !

D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 4
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D e c e m b e r  P r o g r a m
D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 4



E m a i l :  a a u w s a i n t c l o u d @ g m a i l . c o m
S u b j e c t  L i n e :  R e s e r v a t i o n s

E m a i l  B o d y / M e s s a g e :  P l e a s e
r e s e r v e  [ # ]  p l a c e s  f o r  [ N a m e ]  f o r

t h e  p r o g r a m  o n  [ D a t e ] .  I  a m  a  
[ M e m b e r ,  S t u d e n t  o r  G u e s t ]  a n d  I

r e q u i r e  a  
[ S p e c i a l  D i e t a r y  N e e d s ]  m e a l .

T h a n k s !

D e a d l i n e  t o  m a k e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  i s  O N E  W E E K  f r o m
t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .  

D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 4
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N o v e m b e r  P r o g r a m  R e v i e w
D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 4

O u r  N o v e m b e r  p r o g r a m  f e a t u r e d  E l i z a b e t h  B a y e r ,  E x e c u t i v e
D i r e c t o r  o f  A A T C  a n d  D i a n e  N e l s o n ,  M a s t e r  W e a v e r  a n d  c o o r d i n a t o r

o f  H e a r t  o f  t h e  L a k e s  W e a v e r s .  T h e y  s h a r e d  w i t h  u s  t h e  s t o r y  o f
t h e i r  i n c r e d i b l e  j o u r n e y  t o  c r e a t e  a  p l a c e  o f  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  a r t i s t r y
f o r  y o u n g  a d u l t s  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  l e a r n i n g  s t y l e s  a n d  a b i l i t i e s .  I t ’ s

“ a  h u b  o f  j o y ,  a  n u c l e u s  o f  b e l o n g i n g  a n d  a  j o y f u l  p l a c e  f o r  d e e p  a n d
m e a n i n g f u l  c o n n e c t i o n . ”  M a n y  o f  u s  p u r c h a s e d  C h r i s t m a s  p r e s e n t s
f r o m  t h e i r  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  t e x t i l e s :  n a p k i n s ,  t a b l e  r u n n e r s ,  s h a w l s ,

p l a c e m a t s ,  e t c .  C h e c k  o u t  t h e i r  w e b s i t e  a n d
F a c e b o o k  p a g e  h t t p s : / / w w w . a r t a n d w e a v i n g . c o m / ;  

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / A n n a n d a l e A r t a n d T e x t i l e C e n t e r  

https://www.facebook.com/AnnandaleArtandTextileCenter
https://www.facebook.com/AnnandaleArtandTextileCenter
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2 0 2 4  F u n d r a i s e r
D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 4



2 0 2 4  F u n d r a i s e r
R a f f l e  W i n n e r s

D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 4



A A U W  2 0 2 4  W e b i n a r  S c h e d u l e
T h e s e  w e b i n a r s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o
p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  t h e  t o o l s  a n d
k n o w l e d g e  n e e d e d  t o  n e g o t i a t e

b e t t e r  s a l a r i e s ,  e n h a n c e  y o u r  c a r e e r ,
a n d  a c h i e v e  f i n a n c i a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e .
W h e t h e r  y o u ’ r e  a  s t u d e n t  s t e p p i n g

i n t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o r l d  o r  a
s e a s o n e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a i m i n g  t o

a d v a n c e ,  o u r  w e b i n a r s  o f f e r  v a l u a b l e
i n s i g h t s  f o r  e v e r y  s t a g e  o f  y o u r

c a r e e r .  C h e c k  o u t  o u r  s c h e d u l e  a n d
s e c u r e  y o u r  s p o t  t o  s t a r t

t r a n s f o r m i n g  y o u r  f u t u r e  t o d a y .
A l l  t h e  b e l o w  w e b i n a r s  a r e  F R E E  f o r
s t u d e n t s  f r o m  m e m b e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 4
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A  l i t t l e  h e l p  f r o m  f r i e n d s ,  p l e a s e  . . .
I ' m  s e e k i n g  a  r e v i e w  t e a m  f o r  t h e

B r a n c h ' s  w e b s i t e .  
I ' m  l o o k i n g  f o r  4 - 6  v o l u n t e e r s  t o

a s s e s s  t h e  s i t e . T h i s  i s  a  s h o r t - l i v e d
v o l u n t e e r  t a s k .  O n e  a n d  d o n e .  

E v e n  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  u s e  t h e  s i t e ,  y o u
c a n  b e  h e l p f u l .

W h e n  y o u  v o l u n t e e r ,  I  w i l l  s e n d
y o u  a  s h o r t  l i s t  o f  i t e m s  t o

c o n s i d e r  a b o u t  t h e  s i t e .  Y o u ' l l  b e
a s k e d  t o  v i s i t  t h e  s i t e  a n d  c o n s i d e r

i t  f r o m  a  c o u p l e  o f  p e r s p e c t i v e s
a n d  s u b m i t  a  f e w  n o t e s .  N o t  h a r d

w o r k .
C o n t a c t  R e n e  K a l u z a  a t

r e n e v k 1 @ g m a i l . c o m  i f  y o u ' r e
w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p .  T h a n k s !

H E L P  N E E D E D
D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 4

mailto:renevk1@gmail.com


A  M e s s a g e  F r o m  O u r  M e m b e r s
D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 4

T h a n k  y o u  A A U W

L i k e  m a n y  o f  y o u  I  f e l t  s o  m a n y  n e g a t i v e  e m o t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e
e l e c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  m o s t  d e f e a t i n g  w a s  d e s p a i r .  T h e  a f t e r n o o n  a f t e r
t h e  e l e c t i o n  I  w e n t  t o  m y  A A U W  B o o k  G r o u p  w i t h  a  h e a v y  h e a r t …
b u t  m y  s p i r i t s  l i f t e d  a s  w e  c o n s o l e d  a n d  d e b r i e f e d  o n e  a n o t h e r .  I

l e f t  e n e r g i z e d  b y  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  o u r  w o r k  f o r  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  w o m e n
i s  e v e n  g r e a t e r  n o w  … . i t ’ s  n o t  t h e  e n d .  

T h i s  m e s s a g e  w a s  r e i n f o r c e d  b y  C E O  G l o r i a  B l a c k w e l l ’ s  l e t t e r  t o
m e m b e r s .  S h e  s a y s :

   W e  s h a l l  n o t  b a c k  d o w n  f r o m  o u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  w o m e n s  w o r k  s h o u l d
b e  v a l u e d ,  o u r  

   b o d i e s
   s h o u l d  b e  r e s p e c t e d ,  a n d  t h a t  o u r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  w o r k  s p a c e s

s h o u l d  b e  i n c l u s i v e  a n d
   f r e e  f r o m  v i o l e n c e ,  h a r a s s m e n t ,  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  b i a s … . W e  w i l l

p e r s i s t .

T h e  l e t t e r  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a n  i d e a  f o r  a c t i o n  o n e  c a n  t a k e  f o r  a n y o n e
w h o  a l s o  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c h a n g e  f r u s t r a t i o n  t o  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  M y

f a v o r i t e  i s  t h e  T w o - M i n u t e  A c t i v i s t … a l t h o u g h  a  l o n g  t i m e  u s e r ,  t h e
e l e c t i o n  s p u r r e d  m e  t o  u s i n g  i t  m o r e  .  T h e n  w e  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d

t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  a  w e b i n a r  t i t l e d :  S e c u r i n g  t h e  F u t u r e  :  A
P o s t - e l e c t i o n  C o n v e r s a t i o n  o n  W o m e n ’ s  E c o n o m i c  S e c u r i t y .

T h a n k  y o u ,  A A U W  f o r  b e i n g  t h e r e  w h e n  I  n e e d e d  y o u .

M a r y  L o u  L e n z



A  M e s s a g e  F r o m  O u r  M e m b e r s
D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 4

A A U W  M N  P u b l i c  P o l i c y  U p d a t e
N o v e m b e r  1 9 ,  2 0 2 4
J a n  C a r e y ,  A A U W  M N  V P  P u b l i c  P o l i c y

G r e e t i n g s  A A U W  M N  B r a n c h  P u b l i c  P o l i c y  l e a d e r s ,

T h e r e  i s  n o  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n  d i d  n o t  p r o d u c e  t h e  o u t c o m e  e x p e c t e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  r i g h t s  o f
w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s .  N o w  i s  t h e  t i m e  t o  r e o r g a n i z e d ,  p r i o r i t i z e ,  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  r e s o l v e  a n d  b r i n g  e q u i t y
f o r  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s .  
T h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  U . S .  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i s  s a y i n g  t h a t  r i g h t  w i n g  a l g o r i t h m s  a r e  c r e a t i n g
w o m e n  i n  i s o l a t i o n ;  t h a t  w o m e n  c a n ' t  t r u s t  o t h e r  w o m e n  a n d  t h a t  w o m e n  d o n ' t  s u p p o r t  o t h e r  w o m e n .
A n d ,  f u r t h e r m o r e  s h o u l d n ' t  s u p p o r t  t h e m .  T h i s  i s  a  m a j o r  h u r d l e  o f  d i s i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  f a k e
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  m e m b e r s  o f  A A U W  h a v e  t o  o r g a n i z e  a g a i n s t .   I f  w e  a r e  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e  m a n d a t e  t h a t
w e  a r e  b e i n g  g i v e n ,  w h i c h  i s  t o  l e t  m e n  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  u s ,  t h e n  w e  h a v e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w o m e n
a r e  n o t  i s o l a t e d  a n d  n o t  a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r .  W e  n e e d  t o  r o a r  a n d  a n n o u n c e  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  s t r e n g t h
a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r . A A U W  m u s t  r e m a i n  l e a d e r s  i n  e q u i t y  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  c o l o r ,  p o l i t i c s ,  o r
g e n d e r .

P l e a s e  f o r w a r d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  y o u r  b r a n c h  m e m b e r s  a n d  a d v o c a t e  a c c o r d i n g l y .  W e  a l l  k n o w  w h a t
i s  a t  s t a k e .  T h i s  c o u l d  b e  o u r  l a s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c h i e v e  e q u i t y  f o r  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s .  
R e c e n t l y ,  t h e  E R A - M N  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  c a l l e d  u p o n  m e m b e r s  t o  p r i o r i t i z e  t h e  E q u a l  R i g h t s
A m e n d m e n t  b o t h  n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  l o c a l l y  b y  t a k i n g  a c t i o n  i n  t w o  a r e a s :
1 .  c o n t a c t i n g  P r e s i d e n t  B i d e n  a n d  u r g i n g  h i m  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  A r c h i v i s t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  p u b l i s h
t h e  E q u a l  R i g h t s  A m e n d m e n t  a s  t h e  2 8 t h  A m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  a n d  
2 .  c o n t a c t i n g  G o v e r n o r  W a l t z  t o  u r g e  h i m  t o  i m m e d i a t e l y  c a l l  a  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  M N  l e g i s l a t u r e
t o  p a s s  t h e  M N - E q u a l  R i g h t s  A m e n d m e n t  s o  i t  c a n  b e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  2 0 2 6  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n  B a l l o t .
N o w  t h a t  t h e  D e m o c r a t s  n o  l o n g e r  h a v e  a  t r i f e c t a  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s  r e m a i n  v a g u e ,
E R A - M N  l e a d e r s h i p  b e l i e v e s  t i m e  i s  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e  t o  g e t  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  p a s s e d  w h i l e  t h e  D e m o c r a t s
s t i l l  c o n t r o l  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  
T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  l i n k s  b e l o w  p r o v i d e  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h i s  r e q u e s t .  
 F o r  t h e  F e d e r a l  E R A :

➡️  C o n t a c t  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  h e r e  A S A P !  

C a l l :   2 0 2 - 4 5 6 - 1 4 1 4
T e x t :  3 0 2 - 4 0 4 - 0 8 8 0
E m a i l :  h t t p s : / / w w w . w h i t e h o u s e . g o v / c o n t a c t / s h a r e /  
 T e l l  P r e s i d e n t  B i d e n  t o  p l e a s e  t a k e  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  E R A  b y  i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  U S  A r c h i v i s t  t o  s e t  a s i d e  t h e
T r u m p  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m e m o  a n d  c e r t i f y  t h e  E R A .

✅  F o r  t h e  M i n n e s o t a  S t a t e  E R A :

 A s k  G o v .  T i m  W a l z  t o  " c a l l  a n  i m m e d i a t e  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  t o  f i n a l i z e  t h e  S t a t e  E q u a l  R i g h t s
A m e n d m e n t  t o  a d d  t o  t h e  2 0 2 6  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n . "

➡️  C o n t a c t  t h e  G o v e r n o r ’ s  O f f i c e  h e r e :
C a l l :  6 5 1 - 2 0 1 - 3 4 0 0
E m a i l :  h t t p s : / / m n . g o v / g o v e r n o r / c o n n e c t / c o n t a c t - u s / c o n t a c t - f o r m . j s p  
U S  M a i l  A d d r e s s :  
 O f f i c e  o f  G o v e r n o r  T i m  W a l z  &  L t .  G o v e r n o r  P e g g y  F l a n a g a n
 1 3 0  S t a t e  C a p i t o l
 7 5  R e v  D r .  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  J r .  B l v d .
 S t .  P a u l ,  M N  5 5 1 5 5

 C o n t a c t  y o u r  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a n d  S t a t e  S e n a t o r  a n d  l e t  t h e m  k n o w  t h a t  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  M N - E R A
i s  a  t o p  p r i o r i t y  f o r  y o u  a n d  a s k  t h e m  t o  s u p p o r t  G o v .  W a l t z  c a l l i n g  a  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  b e f o r e
D e c e m b e r  2 0 t h  s o  t h e  M N - E R A  c a n  b e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 6  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t .
 
Y o u  c a n  f i n d  y o u r  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  a t  t h i s  l i n k :
 
W h o  R e p r e s e n t s  M e ?

https://eramn.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e8c0e8cb440485cbe07fe9385&id=b3e3e74e78&e=b39f0b35b8
https://eramn.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e8c0e8cb440485cbe07fe9385&id=ed6c176106&e=b39f0b35b8
https://www.gis.lcc.mn.gov/iMaps/districts/
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W h o  R e p r e s e n t s  M e ?
I n t e r a c t i v e  m a p  o f  t h e  M i n n e s o t a  L e g i s l a t u r e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  E R A  i s s u e ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n s  a n d  b i l l s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  a
d a i l y  a s s a u l t  t o  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s .  B e l o w ,  i s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  c u r r e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i f  e n a c t e d  w o u l d  l e a v e
A A U W  a n d  i t s  m i s s i o n  a  d i r e  f u t u r e .  
T H E  F O L L O W I N G  A C T I O N  I S  N O T  C U R R E N T L Y  B E I N G  P R O M O T E D  B Y  A A U W .  B U T  I S  B E I N G
D I S T R I B U T E D  B Y  A A U W  M E M B E R S  A S  A  M A T T E R  O F  I N F O R M A T I O N .  I T  R E P R E S E N T S  A  B L E E K
S T A N D A R D  W H I C H  W I L L  E N G U L F  O U R  S T A T U S .  T A K E  A C T I O N  O N L Y  A S  A N  I N D I V I D U A L .  
H . R .  9 4 9 5
T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  g i v e  D o n a l d  T r u m p  t h e  p o w e r  t o  s h u t  d o w n  a n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d
c r i t i c i z e  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  b y  m u z z l i n g  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  N O W  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  o t h e r
n o n - p r o f i t s  w h o  p u b l i c l y  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  H . R .  9 4 9 5  w o u l d  e n a b l e  t h e  f u t u r e
p r e s i d e n t  t o  q u a s h  a n y  c r i t i c i s m ,  p u n i s h  p e o p l e  w h o  s p e a k  o u t  a n d  u s e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o
p u n i s h  t h o s e  w h o  d a r e  t o  c r i t i c i z e  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  
H . R .  9 4 9 5  w o u l d  g i v e  T r u m p ’ s  T r e a s u r y  s e c r e t a r y  t h e  p o w e r  t o  d e c l a r e  a n y  n o n - p r o f i t  a  “ t e r r o r i s t
s u p p o r t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n ”  a n d  t o  s t r i p  t h e m  o f  t h e i r  t a x - e x e m p t  s t a t u s  – w i t h o u t  r e q u i r i n g  a n y
e v i d e n c e .  N O W  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  f i g h t  f o r  p e o p l e ’ s  f r e e d o m s  w i l l  s t r u g g l e  t o  s u r v i v e
i f  t h e i r  f u n d i n g  i s  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  a l t e r e d  b y  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
n u m b e r  o f  D e m o c r a t s  –  w h o  a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t  s t u d y  t h e  b i l l  c a r e f u l l y  –  v o t e d  f o r  i t .  
W h y  i t  m a t t e r s :  
T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  g i v e  t h e  T r u m p  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  p o w e r  t o  e s s e n t i a l l y  s t o p  f u n d i n g  a n d
s h u t  d o w n  a n y  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  d e e m  a s  v i o l a t i n g  t h i s  a c t .  I t  w o u l d  a l l o w  D o n a l d
T r u m p  a n d  f u t u r e  p r e s i d e n t s  t o  u s e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  m o b i l i z e  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  “ e n e m i e s ” .  T h e  T r u m p
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w o u l d  e f f e c t i v e l y  b e  a b l e  t o  s i l e n c e  a n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  g r o u p  t h a t  s p e a k s  o u t  a g a i n s t
t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h i s  b i l l ,  i f  p a s s e d ,  d r a m a t i c a l l y  u n d e r m i n e s  o u r  F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t
r i g h t  t o  f r e e  s p e e c h  - - o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f r e e d o m s  i n  a  d e m o c r a c y .  
S t a t u s :
T h i s  b i l l  f a i l e d  t o  p a s s  t h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  l a s t  w e e k  w h e n  a  t w o - t h i r d s  v o t e  w a s  r e q u i r e d ,
2 5 6 - 1 4 5 .  I n e x p l i c a b l y ,  5 2  D e m o c r a t s  v o t e d  f o r  H . R .  9 4 9 5 .  T h i s  b i l l ,  i f  p a s s e d ,  d r a m a t i c a l l y  u n d e r m i n e s
o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  t o  F r e e  S p e e c h .  
T h i s  b i l l ,  i f  p a s s e d ,  d r a m a t i c a l l y  u n d e r m i n e s  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  t o  F r e e  S p e e c h .  
H . R .  9 4 9 5  w i l l  b e  r e - i n t r o d u c e d  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  2 0 .  T h e  r i g h t - w i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  H o u s e
o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i s  l i k e l y  t r y i n g  t o  l i n e  u p  m o r e  v o t e s  f o r  p a s s a g e  a s  a  t w o - t h i r d s  v o t e  i s  r e q u i r e d .
T h e r e  i s  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  t o  c o n t a c t  a l l  H o u s e  D e m o c r a t s  w h o  m a y  h a v e  m i s t a k e n l y  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l
l a s t  w e e k .
T A K E  A C T I O N  
Y o u r  M e s s a g e :  
I T  I S  V E R Y  I M P O R T A N T  F O R  Y O U  T O  C A L L  Y O U R  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  N O W –  E S P E C I A L L Y  I F  T H E Y  A R E  A
D E M O C R A T  W H O  V O T E D  I N C O R R E C T L Y .  Y o u  c a n  c h e c k  t h e  v o t e  t a l l y  h e r e .  

V o t e  A G A I N S T  t h e  S t o p  T e r r o r - F i n a n c i n g  a n d  T a x  P e n a l t i e s  o n  A m e r i c a n  H o s t a g e s  A c t  ( H . R .  9 4 9 5 ) .  
T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  g i v e  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  p o w e r  t o  s t r i p  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r
f u n d i n g  a n d  w e a p o n i z e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  s p e a k  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s  a c t i o n s .  
H . R .  9 4 9 5 ,  i f  a d o p t e d  i n  l a w ,  i s  s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  o r  F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t  r i g h t  f r e e  s p e e c h .  
T h e  C a p i t o l  s w i t c h b o a r d  n u m b e r  i s  2 0 2 - 2 2 4 - 3 1 2 1 ;  a  l i s t  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a p p e a r s  h e r e  ( U . S .
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ) .  Y o u  c a n  a l s o  g o  t o  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ’  w e b s i t e s  a n d  e n t e r  a  m e s s a g e  o r  o b t a i n
t h e i r  i n - s t a t e  o f f i c e  p h o n e  n u m b e r  a n d  c a l l  t o  d e l i v e r  y o u r  m e s s a g e .
K e e p  c a l m .  B u t  r e m a i n  v i g i l a n t !  

J a n
A A U W  M N  V P  P u b l i c  P o l i c y

https://click.everyaction.com/k/97291445/512932280/1765640737?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9OT1cvTk9XLzEvODE2MzgiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiNWQ2NmY4NDItZjRhNS1lZjExLTg4ZDAtNjA0NWJkZDYyZGI2IiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJqYW5pbmVncm53ZEBob3RtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=EuB-c-6GDxb0pzI6ZMM5RrXKLl-gWBDth1mdyRypsdM=&emci=0ce7778b-e1a5-ef11-88d0-6045bdd62db6&emdi=5d66f842-f4a5-ef11-88d0-6045bdd62db6&ceid=544535
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W h a t s  h a p p e n i n g  w i t h  t h e
L E A G U E  o f  W O M E N  V O T E R S  O F

S T .  C L O U D  A R E A ? ? ?

D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 4

https://lwvmn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wHpLIA7-ScawFrudi2uDWA#/registration
https://www.lwvsca.org/
https://www.lwvsca.org/
https://www.lwvsca.org/


Meet Your Board Members
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D i s c l a i m e r :  T h e r e  i s  n o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n
w i l l  b e  s h a r e d  b u t  w e  w i l l  d o  o u r  b e s t  t o  g e t  i t  s h a r e d  i n

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n e w s l e t t e r .  

Do you have a special
announcement or event
you would like to share
with all the AAUW St.

Cloud Area (MN) Branch
members? 

Want it included in our
next Monthly

Newsletter???
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