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I N  T H I S  I S S U E

M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l s

A A U W  S t a t e  M e e t i n g

Memo From The Board B Y  A A U W  B O A R D

M e m o  F r o m  T h e  B o a r d

At our May Board meeting, Whitney Court updated us on
the applications for the Scholarships for Young Leaders

project. There is a great need, and Whitney and Chris
Lepkowski have received over 19 requests. They will be
selecting the winners and next Fall, after the selected

applicants have submitted proof of their Fall enrollment and
joined our Branch as student members, the scholarships will

be awarded. In the meantime, Keshia Anderson-King is
running the 8th Grade Graduation, which will be on June 8th

at St. Cloud Technical College. We are contributing paper
products for that event. Your Board also approved a motion
to continue support for an AAUW Student Organization at

SCSU, which Jamie Swenson will be administering. The
committee for our annual Fundraiser event has selected a
venue - the 2nd floor Cascade Room at Atwood Memorial

Center SCSU. Our Fundraiser will be held October 8, 2024.
Save the date! Committee members are currently soliticiting
raffle prizes (got anything you want to donate?), along with
establishing musical entertainment for the event. We’ve got

lots of great ideas! Your Board is also working to contact
speakers for the upcoming program season, based on the
ideas and voting that occurred during our May meeting.

Stay tuned as we get the season nailed down.
Welcome summer!

A n d  M o r e . . .

R e v i e w  o f  M a y  P r o g r a m

R e s u l t s  o f  B y l a w  V o t i n g

A A U W  B o o k  C l u b s



A A U W  V O T E  U P D A T E
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R E S U L T S  O F  B Y L A W S  C H A N G E  V O T I N G  

C h a n g e  t o  o p e n  u p  m e m b e r s h i p  t o  n o n - d e g r e e d  p e r s o n s  w a s
d e f e a t e d  a g a i n .  T o  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  “ W i l l  w e  b e  a b l e  t o  v o t e  o n

t h i s  a g a i n ? ”  t h e  N a t i o n a l  w e b s i t e  s a y s :
“ A A U W  m e m b e r s  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b r i n g  a n y  b y l a w s  a m e n d m e n t  t o

t h e  m e m b e r - l e d  G o v e r n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  r e v i e w .  T h e  A A U W
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  d e c i d e s  w h a t  i s  p u t  o n  t h e  b a l l o t  e a c h  y e a r  f o r

m e m b e r  v o t e ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  G o v e r n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e ’ s
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  T h e  n a t i o n a l  s t a f f  d o e s  n o t  c o n t r o l ,  d i c t a t e  o r
d i r e c t  b a l l o t  i n i t i a t i v e s  f o r  m e m b e r  v o t e .  T h e  A A U W  m e m b e r s h i p
c o u l d ,  a t  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  a n d

a p p r o v a l  f r o m  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  v o t e  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  i n  f u t u r e
y e a r s . ”

A s  y o u r  B r a n c h  P r e s i d e n t ,  I  w i l l  a d d  t h a t  I  j o i n  t h e  A A U W  B o a r d  o f
D i r e c t o r s  i n  s a y i n g ,  “ w e  a r e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o

o p e n  A A U W ’ s  m e m b e r s h i p  d i d  n o t  p a s s . . . B u t  A A U W ' s  h i s t o r y  i s  o n e
o f  c o n t i n u a l  c h a n g e  a n d  g r o w t h ,  e v e n  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  c h a l l e n g e s .

T h a t  s a m e  r e s i l i e n t  s p i r i t  m u s t  g u i d e  u s  n o w  a s  w e  s e e k  t o  f u l f i l l
A A U W ’ s  p u r p o s e  t o  a d v a n c e  e q u i t y  f o r  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s . ”



P o s t  A A U W  S t a t e  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  
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           T h e  A A U W  S t a t e  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  w a s
h e l d  t h i s  y e a r  i n  H a s t i n g s ,  M N  a t  t h e  e n d  o f

A p r i l .  J a n  B e n s e n  a n d  B a r b  W i s m e r  w e n t  d o w n
t o  r e p r e s e n t  o u r  S a i n t  C l o u d  B r a n c h .  I t  w a s  t h e
f i r s t  i n - p e r s o n  S t a t e  m e e t i n g  s i n c e  o u r  B r a n c h

h o s t e d  i n  2 0 2 2 .
           T h e  H a s t i n g s  B r a n c h  d i d  a  b e a u t i f u l  j o b !

T h e y  h o u s e d  u s  a t  t h e  n e w l y - o p e n e d
C o n f l u e n c e  H o t e l ,  w h i c h  u s e d  t o  b e  a  f a c t o r y
a n d  o n l y  r e - o p e n e d  a s  a  c l e a n ,  b e a u t i f u l ,  a n d

r e - p u r p o s e d  h o t e l  i n  2 0 2 3 .  I t  w a s  s o  c o n v e n i e n t
t o  h o l d  t h e  e v e n t ,  a l l  m e a l s  a n d  m e e t i n g s ,  a n d

b e  a b l e  t o  s l e e p  j u s t  “ d o w n  t h e  h a l l ” .
           O n  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n  w e  h a d  a  t e r r i f i c

t o u r  o f  t h e  C i t y  H a l l ,  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  1 9 t h
c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g .  F r i d a y  w a s  a l s o  t h e  o p e n i n g
s o c i a l  h o u r  a n d  d e l i c i o u s  b u f f e t  d i n n e r .  ( T h e

f o o d  w a s  t e r r i f i c  t h r o u g h o u t ! ) .  M e g a n  P e t e r s o n ,
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  G e n d e r  J u s t i c e ,  s p o k e .

          

 S a t u r d a y  a f t e r  b r e a k f a s t  w e  s a w  a  v i d e o  f r o m  S e n a t o r  A m y
K l o b u c h a r ,  w e l c o m i n g  u s  t o  t h e  m e e t i n g  a n d  t a l k i n g  a b o u t
h e r  w o r k  u p h o l d i n g  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  w o m e n .  T h e  b u s i n e s s

m e e e t i n g  w a s  h e l d ,  a n d  t h e  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r ,  P r o f e s s o r
K a r e n  K e d r o w s k i  o f  I o w a  S t a t e  s p o k e .  A f t e r  l u n c h ,

M i n n e s o t a  L t .  G o v e r n o r  P e g g y  F l a n a g a n  t a l k e d  a b o u t  h e r
e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t .  I t  w a s  f a s c i n a t i n g .  T h e n

M i c h e l l e  W i t t e ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  o f
W o m e n n  V o t e r s  o f  M i n n e s o t a  s p o k e  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  a b o u t

t h e  N a t i o n a l  V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  D a y  ( N V R D ) h e l d  i n
S e p t e m b e r .  S h e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i n  t h e  y o u n g e r

d e m o g r a p h i c  ( 1 8 - 2 4 ) ,  u n r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  o n l y  v o t e d  a b o u t
1 0 - 2 0 %  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  w h i l e  r e g i s t e r e d  y o u n g e r  v o t e r s

a c t u a l l y  v o t e  9 0 %  o f  t h e  t i m e !  W e  a l s o  s a w  a  v i d e o  f r o m
C o n g r e s s w o m a n  A n g i e  C r a i g  ( H a s t i n g s  a r e a

C o n g r e s s w o m a n . )  T h e  f i n a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  w a s
a  p a n e l  o f  w o m e n  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  i n  H a s t i n g s ,  a n d  i t  w a s

q u i t e  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  h e a r  t h e i r  s t o r i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e
t r a d i t i o n a l  r e t a i l  s t o r e  o w n e r ,  o n e  o f  t h e  w o m e n  o w n s  a
b r e w e r y ,  a n d  o n e  h a s  a  t e x t i l e  s t o r e .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  S i l e n t

A u c t i o n  r a i s e d  $ 2 , 8 5 4 . 0 0 ,  w i t h  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $ 4 0 0  d o n a t e d
b y  t h e  S t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  h o n o r  o f  p a s t  P r e s i d e n t s .

 I t  w a s  a  v e r y  w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  c o n v e n t i o n ,  a n d  a  g r e a t  a n d
i n s p i r i n g  t i m e  w a s  h a d  b y  a l l !



E R A  t h i s  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n ? ? ?
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A A U W  m e m b e r  B a r b  W i s m e r  i s  w i t h  B e t t y  F o l l i a r d ,
f o u n d e r  o f  E R A  M N ,  a n d  R e p  K a o h l y  V a n g  H e r ,

s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

J a n  B e n s e n  a n d  K a t h r y n  G a i n e y  a l s o  a t t e n d e d  t h e
s e s s i o n  i n  S t .  P a u l .

T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  i n c l u d e d  a  l a r g e
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  M i n n e s o t a  C i t i z e n s  C o n c e r n e d

f o r  L i f e  w h o  d i s r u p t e d  t h e  v i s i t o r  r u l e s  o n  s e v e r a l
o c c a s i o n s .   " T h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  9 - 5  ( a l o n g  p a r t y  l i n e s )
o u t  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  w i l l  n o w  b e  m o v e d  t o  t h e

H o u s e  f l o o r  f o r  a  f u l l  h o u s e  v o t e .  I t  w i l l  t h e n  b e  s e n t
o v e r  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  f o r  v o t i n g  t h e r e . "

T h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  l e a d  t o  i t  b e i n g  p l a c e d  o n
t h e  2 0 2 6  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  t o

d e c i d e  i f  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  ‘ s h o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d  t o
c o d i f y  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e q u a l i t y .



M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l s  a n d  U p d a t e
M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l s  f o r  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5

O u r  m e m b e r s  a r e  v i t a l  i n  m a k i n g  A A U W  t h e  o n l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o
a d v a n c e  g e n d e r  e q u i t y  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a  c e n t u r y .  O u r  s u p p o r t  h e l p s

A A U W  t o  w o r k  w i t h  l a w m a k e r s  t o  r e s h a p e  u n f a i r  s y s t e m s  a n d  t o
i n v e s t  i n  w o m e n  w h o  w i l l  g o  o n  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  w o r l d .  

 
A s  w e  a p p r o a c h  t h e  s t a r t  o f  f i s c a l  y e a r  2 0 2 5  ( J u l y  1 ,  2 0 2 4 ) ,  m a n y

m e m b e r s  w i l l  b e g i n  r e c e i v i n g  e m a i l  f r o m  A A U W  N a t i o n a l  r e m i n d i n g
t h e m  t o  r e n e w  y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  o u r  d u e s  w i l l  n o t

c h a n g e  f o r  F Y  2 0 2 5  -  N a t i o n a l  ( $ 7 2 ) ,  S t a t e  ( $ 9 )  a n d  B r a n c h  ( $ 2 7 )  a l l
r e m a i n  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r !  A l s o ,  o n c e  a g a i n ,  y o u  w i l l

h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e n e w  y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  o n l i n e  o r  b y
p e r s o n a l  c h e c k .  O u r  M e m b e r s h i p  V P ,  P a t  O b s t a r c z y k  w i l l  s h a r e

f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p a y m e n t  m e t h o d s  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  a t  t h e
A p r i l ,  2 0 2 4  m e e t i n g  a n d  v i a  f u t u r e  e m a i l s .

W h i c h e v e r  w a y  y o u  d e c i d e  t o  r e n e w  y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  2 0 2 5 ,  I
h o p e  y o u  w i l l  t a k e  p r i d e  i n  k n o w i n g  t h a t  o u r  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  i s

m a k i n g  a  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s !
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If you’d like to join our book club, please contact Mary Harlander-

Locke (mary.harlanderlocke@gmail.com). The schedule of books they

are reading can be found on the AAUW Branch website. 

N E W S  F R O M  A A U W  B O O K  C L U B S
T h e  T h u r s d a y  A A U W  B o o k  C l u b  m e e t s

n e x t  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  J u n e  2 7 ,  @  6 : 3 0  p . m . ,
t o  d i s c u s s  “ S a t u r d a y  N i g h t  a t  t h e
L a k e s i d e  S u p p e r  C l u b . ”  b y  J .  R y a n

S t r a b e l .  H o s t e d  b y  J u l i e .
A A U W  m e m b e r s  c a n  c o n t a c t  M a r y

H a r l a n d e r - L o c k e  i f  t h e y  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d
i n  j o i n i n g .   

“ L o v e  t h i s  g r o u p ! !  S u c h  a n  a m a z i n g  g r o u p  o f  w o m e n ! !❣❣❣ ”  -  L i n d a  N  S

“ I  t r u l y  a d o r e  y o u  a l l .  I t ' s  s o  w o n d e r f u l  t o  d i g  d e e p  a n d  h a v e  s u c h  m e a n i n g f u l
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  -  i t  r e a l l y  m e a n s  a  l o t  t o  m e  t h a t  w e  s h a r e ” .  -  B a r b

O n  W e d n e s d a y ,  J u n e  5 ,  a t  1 : 0 0 p m  t h e
b o o k  c l u b  w i l l  m e e t  a t  H e s t e r  P a r k .

T h e  A A U W  W e d n e s d a y  A f t e r n o o n  B o o k
C l u b  w i l l  b e  s e l e c t i n g  b o o k s  f o r

2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5 .
B r i n g  y o u r  o w n  c h a i r  a n d

r e f r e s h m e n t s .
 I f  y o u  a r e  n e w ,  c a l l  M o l l y  E w i n g  f o r

m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  3 2 0 - 2 5 2 - 2 1 6 6 .  
H o p e  t o  s e e  y o u  t h e r e !

S u b m i t t e d  b y  M a r y  H a r l a n d e r - L o c k e

S u b m i t t e d  b y  M a r y  L o u  L e n z

J u n e  1 ,  2 0 2 4
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M a y  P r o g r a m  R e v i e w
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W e  h a d  s u c h  a  g o o d  t i m e  a t  o u r  M a y  m e e t i n g !  S t a r t e d  o f f  w i t h  a  b a n g  –  a  d a n c e
r o u t i n e  f r o m  t h e  S e n i o r  D a n c e  T e a m !  W e  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  t h a t  s o  m u c h .  T h e n  w e
l a u n c h e d  i n t o  t h e  a n n u a l  M a y  m e m b e r s h i p  a p p r e c i a t i o n  a w a r d s .  J o a n n n a  P u c e l

r e c e i v e d  a  s p e c i a l  l i f e t i m e  m e m b e r s h i p  h o n o r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a  l o v e l y  p l a c q u e .  N e w
m e m b e r s  w e r e :  D i a n a  A t k i n s ,  J a n  H o l t z ,  G a r i m a  S c h r e s t h a ,  A d a n n a  U z o e c h i .  O n e

y e a r  m e m b e r s h i p  h o n o r e e s  w e r e :  J u l i e  K e r r ,  D e y o  A j a y i ,  A n n e  M a r i e  J o h n s o n ,  a n d
L y r a e  G a n z .  F i v e  y e a r  m e m b e r s h i p  h o n o r e e s  w e r e :  R e n e  K a l u z a ,  R o b b y n  W a c k e r ,

C a r o l i n e  W i l l i a m s ,  B a r b  W i s m e r ,  L a u r a  H o o d ,  a n d  S a r a  C r e v e r .  F i f t e e n  y e a r
m e m b e r s h i p  h o n o r e e s  w e r e :  M a r y  A n n  K i e s e r ,  C o n n i e  C r a n e ,  a n d  C l e o n e  A s h l e y .

A f t e r  a  d e l i c i o u s  p i c n i c  l u n c h  ( b u r g e r s  a n d  p a s t a  s a l a d ! ) ,  w e  r a n  t h r o u g h  t h e
b u s i n e s s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  w i t h  r e p o r t s  f r o m  F i n a n c e ,  M e m b e r s h i p ,  a n d

P u b l i c  P o l i c y .  T h e  i n c o m i n g  s l a t e  o f  n o m i n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  n e w  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
t e r m  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 6  w a s  u n a n i m o u s l y  a p p r o v e d .  N e w  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  r e c e i v e d
c a r n a t i o n s  a n d  o u r  f e r v e n t  a p p l a u s e .  T h e n  A n n  F l e m i n g  r a n  o u r  p r o g r a m s

a c t i v i t y ,  w h e r e  w e  a l l  h a d  s h a r p i e s  a n d  l i s t e d  o u r  p r o g r a m  i d e a s  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g
s e a s o n  o n  l a r g e  p o s t e r - s h e e t s  h u n g  o n  t h e  w a l l s .  T h e n  w e  e a c h  h a d  f o u r  s t a r

s t i c k e r s  t o  m a k e  o u r  c h o i c e s  o f  a l l  t h e  i d e a s .  Y o u r  B o a r d  w i l l  b e  r e v i e w i n g  t h e
r e s u l t s  a n d  h e l p i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  o u r  n e x t  s e a s o n  p r o g r a m s .  T h a n k s ,  A n n ,  f o r  s u c h

a  g o o d  i d e a !  W e  h a d  a  t e r r i f i c  m e e t i n g ,  a n d  a r e  r e a l l y  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  o u r
n e x t  m e e t i n g  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  S e e  y o u  t h e r e !



S e n i o r  D a n c e  T e a m  O p p o r t u n i t y
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T h e  W h i t n e y  D a n c e  T e a m  p e r f o r m e d
b e f o r e  t h e  M a y  1 4 t h  m e e t i n g  a t  S C S U .

( A A U W  m e m b e r s  o n  t h e  t e a m  i n c l u d e  A n n
F l e m i n g  a n d  K a t h r y n  G a i n e y .  S C S U  s t u d e n t

v o l u n t e e r  c o a c h e s  a r e  L u c y  a n d  G r a c e )



E m a i l :  a a u w s a i n t c l o u d @ g m a i l . c o m
S u b j e c t  L i n e :  R e s e r v a t i o n s

E m a i l  B o d y / M e s s a g e :  P l e a s e
r e s e r v e  [ # ]  p l a c e s  f o r  [ N a m e ]  f o r

t h e  p r o g r a m  o n  [ D a t e ] .  I  a m  a  
[ M e m b e r ,  S t u d e n t  o r  G u e s t ]  a n d  I

r e q u i r e  a  
[ S p e c i a l  D i e t a r y  N e e d s ]  m e a l .

T h a n k s !
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D e a d l i n e  t o  m a k e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  i s  O N E  W E E K  f r o m
t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .  
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W h a t s  h a p p e n i n g  w i t h  t h e
L E A G U E  o f  W O M E N  V O T E R S  O F

S T .  C L O U D  A R E A ? ? ?

Important Dates for 2024
Election Year:

S t a t e  P r i m a r i e s :  A u g u s t  1 3 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e :  J u l y  2 3 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y / m a i l - i n  v o t i n g :  J u n e  2 8  -  A u g .  1 2 ,
2 0 2 4

G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n :  N o v e m b e r  5 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e :  O c t .  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y / m a i l - i n  v o t i n g :  S e p t .  2 0  -  N o v . 4 ,
2 0 2 4

Unit Meeting Schedule

L W V S C A  S u m m e r  P l a n n i n g  2 0 2 4
T h u r s d a y ,  J u l y  1 1 ,  2 0 2 4  5 - 7 P M

C r o o k e d  P i n t ,  5 8  D i v i s i o n  S t ,  S t .  C l o u d ,  M N

S t .  C l o u d  C o m m u n i t y  P o l i c i n g  A g r e e m e n t  2 0 2 4
W e d n e s d a y m  M a y  8 ,  2 0 2 4  1 : 0 0 P M
B r e m e r  R o o m ,  S t .  C l o u d  L i b r a r y

1 3 0 0  W .  S t .  G e r m a i n  S t ,  S t .  C l o u d ,  M N  5 6 3 0 1

J u n e  1 ,  2 0 2 4



Meet Your Board Members
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D i s c l a i m e r :  T h e r e  i s  n o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n
w i l l  b e  s h a r e d  b u t  w e  w i l l  d o  o u r  b e s t  t o  g e t  i t  s h a r e d  i n

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n e w s l e t t e r .  

Do you have a special
announcement or event
you would like to share
with all the AAUW St.

Cloud Area (MN) Branch
members? 

Want it included in our
next Monthly

Newsletter???
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