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S t a t e  a n d  N a t i o n a l

Memo From The Board B Y  A A U W  B O A R D

M e m o  F r o m  T h e  B o a r d

Our Paramount High School Arts program was a big success. We sponsor
this event every year, and award two prizes to the students our judges

select. Thanks to Kathryn Gainey for chairing this event!
           Your Board recently heard a report from Jamie Swenson, Advisor to
the SCSU Student AAUW Branch. There are many advantages to having a
student organization, working alongside our community branch. We can

have materials printed at a lower cost, we can reserve rooms on campus at
no cost, and we can appear at many student events to attract new

members and publicity for our Branch. We will vote on continuing an
active student organization at our next Board meeting.

           We are pleased to advise that we have a FULL SLATE of candidates
for your Board for the next term (2024-2026). We’ll be voting on the new

Board at our May program meeting – hope you will attend and help us
greet new Board members.

           Jamie Swenson attended a state-wide AAUW meeting on renewing
and recruiting Membership. Several great ideas were presented, hopefully

some of which we can implement next season.
           Jan Benson and Barb Wismer attended the Minnesota State AAUW

Annual Meeting in Hastings, MN and heard some terrific speakers. We
were energized by a rep from ERA MN to send daily emails to our State

legislators to put ERA MN on the ballot before the legislative session
closes on May 20th (see details later in this bulletin). We also heard from

the League of Women Voters regarding National Voter Registration Day to
pre-register high school students 16-17, in September. The whole

convention was a well-executed and enjoyable meeting. Hastings Branch
did it up well!

           We also discussed our upcoming program season 2024-2025. More
later on that, after our wonderful May program decision activities party

and business meeting. Hope to see you there!

A n d  M o r e . . .

R e v i e w  o f  M a r c h  P r o g r a m

M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l s



SPARK A CHANGE

IN TOMORROW BY

VOTING TODAY

VOTE

NOW!
GREETINGS AAUW MN BRANCH PRESIDENT/LEADERS, 

AN ALARMING STATUS REPORT HAS BEEN PROVIDED TO STATE PRESIDENTS. THE REPORT IS TO THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS
VOTING IN THE AAUW NATIONAL BYLAW CHANGE. OUR STATS INDICATE THAT AS OF APRIL 18TH, 1132 AAUW MN MEMBERS
HAVE NOT VOTED. NOT VOTED!

CONSIDERING WE ARE AN ORGANIZATION THAT ADVOCATES GET OUT THE VOTE FOR POLITICAL ELECTIONS, IT IS DISMAYING
TO READ OUR VOTER TURNOUT STATS FOR THIS IMPORTANT ORGANIZATIONAL ELECTION ARE SO VERY LOW.

THERE WERE GLITCHES THAT OCCURRED WITH SOME ADDRESSES WITH 'COMCAST.NET' MAIL SERVICE, AND MEMBERS WHO
UNSUBSCRIBED AND EMAILS BUMPED BACK. TERESA SAGEN AND I WORKED TO RESOLVE THOSE EMAIL ADDRESS ISSUES.  

SIMPLYVOTING REQUESTED CHANGES BY APRIL 26TH IN ORDER FOR ANOTHER POSTING TO THOSE MEMBERS. 

AS A REMINDER, VOTING BEGAN APRIL 3RD. MEMBERS RECEIVED EMAILS FROM VOTE@SIMPLYVOTING.COM WITH THEIR UNIQUE
ELECTOR ID AND PASSWORD TO VOTE. (MEMBERS WERE TO CHECK THEIR SPAM FILES) 
ALL MEMBERS WITHOUT AN EMAIL ADDRESS ON FILE SHOULD HAVE RECEIVED A PAPER BALLOT BY MAIL. 
NO ADDITIONAL PAPER BALLOTS WOULD BE SENT DURING THE VOTING PERIOD.  
VOTING CLOSES ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 15 AT 12:00 PM ET.

PLEASE SHARE THIS INFORMATION WITH MEMBERS. IF MEMBERS ARE STILL HAVING ISSUES, REPLY TO ME OR TERESA.  

EXERCISING YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE IS INITIAL TO EVERYTHING WE DO. 
 
THANKS. 

JAN
AAUW MN PRESIDENT

JAN CAREY
JMCFREE@AOL.COM
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The May program will have an exciting opportunity for members to choose the

program topics for the coming season. During the May meeting, we will complete a

guided activity to decide the most popular ideas. There will be large pages on the

wall with various categories, such as empowering women and girls through

arts/music, education, or natural resources. All people present will write one or

more ideas on the large pages. Then, everyone will have 4 votes for their favorite

ideas. The top 8 topics with the highest votes will become our program topics and

will be provided to the Board.

Please come with your ideas. This can be topics of interest to you or something you

want to learn more about. We need your participation! Looking forward to seeing you

at the May program.

The deadline for reservation is May 7th. Cost is $20 for national members
and $10 for student members.

U p c o m i n g  2 0 2 4  E v e n t s  S c h e d u l e  

May Program
Tuesday, May 14, 11:30a.m.
Alumni Room, SCSU Atwood 

C h o o s i n g  A A U W  P r o g r a m  T o p i c s  f o r  F Y  2 0 2 5

DEI?
WOMEN’S RIGHTS?

EQUAL PAY?

VOTING RIGHTS?

SEXUAL HEALTH?

IMPACT OF
TECHNOLOGY ON

EDUCATION?

SOLAR ENERGY?STEM?

COST OF COLLEGE? AFFORDABLE
HOUSING? 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS?

MENTAL HEALTH?

HEALTH CARE
AFTER

RETIREMENT?

ANIMAL TESTING?

SELF CARE?

LGBTQIA+

COME ONE, COME ALL,

THE MORE, THE MERRIER... .

FINANCIAL
STABILITY?
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TESTIMONIALS:

“THE NECKLACE  (THE LIGHT BELOW) IS A MESSAGE OF RESILIENCE

AND COURAGE FOR EVERY GIRL .”

 MARY LOU LENZ

“COLORFUL WONDER (A SELF-PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS A CHILD) 

PORTRAYS A YOUNG GIRL AS A CURIOUS, BRIGHT EYED GIRL WHO WILL

GROW UP AN MAKE A GREAT FUTURE AAUW MEMBER.”  K. GAINEY

H I G H  S C H O O L  A r t  E x h i b i t  J U D G E S

THE AAUW JUDGES:  DENNIS

AND JOYCE HUMMEL,

MARY LOU LENZ AND

KATHRYN GAINEY
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THE 2D AND 3D WINNERS: LYDIA

HOLMGEREN (SARTELL) AND SYNNOVE

LUMLEY (ELK RIVER)



H I G H  S C H O O L  A r t  E x h i b i t  W I N N E R S
3-D WINNER

THE LIGHT BELOW

SYNNØVE LUMLEY

ELK RIVER HIGH SCHOOL

GRADE LEVEL 12

COLORFUL WONDER

LYDIA HOLMGREN

SARTELL HIGH SCHOOL

GRADE 12
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FROM ALBERT LEA, TO ZUMBROTA, FROM INTERNATIONAL FALLS TO WINONA, FROM GRAND RAPIDS TO RED WING,
FROM MARSHALL TO STILLWATER, LEGISLATORS NEED TO HEAR FROM THEIR CONSTITUENTS:

> THAT DESPITE ALL THE COMPETING ISSUES AT THE LEGISLATURE THERE IS NOTHING MORE CRITICAL FOR THE THE
ECONOMIC SECURITY AND WELL-BEING OF ALL MINNESOTANS THAN ADVANCING THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT, 

> THAT DISCRIMINATION IS NOT A MINNESOTA VALUE, 

> THAT EVERYONE DESERVES THE SAME RIGHT TO THE SAME RIGHTS, 

> THAT EQUAL RIGHTS ARE A MINNESOTA VALUE, 

> THAT MINNESOTA IS UNEXCEPTIONAL WHEN IT COMES TO EQUALITY: THE ERA WILL UPDATE OUR PRE-CIVIL WAR
STATE CONSTITUTION BY ADDING ANY EQUALITY CLAUSE - LIKE 27 OTHER STATES ALREADY HAVE,

> THAT EQUALITY IS FOR ALL, AND ALL MEANS ALL,

> AND THAT THE ROBUST ERA WILL PROVIDE THE STRONGEST PROTECTIONS POSSIBLE AGAINST HISTORIC
STEREOTYPES AND DISCRIMINATION THAT LEAVES TOO MANY MINNESOTANS BEHIND.

E R A  t h i s  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n ? ? ?
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THIS INFORMATION WAS SHARED ON BEHALF OF BETTY FOLLIARD

TIME TO CRANK UP THE ERA LETTER-WRITING CAMPAIGN
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M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l s  a n d  U p d a t e
M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l s  f o r  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5

O u r  m e m b e r s  a r e  v i t a l  i n  m a k i n g  A A U W  t h e  o n l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o
a d v a n c e  g e n d e r  e q u i t y  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a  c e n t u r y .  O u r  s u p p o r t  h e l p s

A A U W  t o  w o r k  w i t h  l a w m a k e r s  t o  r e s h a p e  u n f a i r  s y s t e m s  a n d  t o
i n v e s t  i n  w o m e n  w h o  w i l l  g o  o n  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  w o r l d .  

 
A s  w e  a p p r o a c h  t h e  s t a r t  o f  f i s c a l  y e a r  2 0 2 5  ( J u l y  1 ,  2 0 2 4 ) ,  m a n y

m e m b e r s  w i l l  b e g i n  r e c e i v i n g  e m a i l  f r o m  A A U W  N a t i o n a l  r e m i n d i n g
t h e m  t o  r e n e w  y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  o u r  d u e s  w i l l  n o t

c h a n g e  f o r  F Y  2 0 2 5  -  N a t i o n a l  ( $ 7 2 ) ,  S t a t e  ( $ 9 )  a n d  B r a n c h  ( $ 2 7 )  a l l
r e m a i n  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r !  A l s o ,  o n c e  a g a i n ,  y o u  w i l l

h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e n e w  y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  o n l i n e  o r  b y
p e r s o n a l  c h e c k .  O u r  M e m b e r s h i p  V P ,  P a t  O b s t a r c z y k  w i l l  s h a r e

f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p a y m e n t  m e t h o d s  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  a t  t h e
A p r i l ,  2 0 2 4  m e e t i n g  a n d  v i a  f u t u r e  e m a i l s .

W h i c h e v e r  w a y  y o u  d e c i d e  t o  r e n e w  y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  2 0 2 5 ,  I
h o p e  y o u  w i l l  t a k e  p r i d e  i n  k n o w i n g  t h a t  o u r  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  i s

m a k i n g  a  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s !
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This spring AAUW members will be asked to vote on
amendments to the national bylaws recommended

by the AAUW Board of Directors and AAUW
Governance Committee to open membership by to

eliminating the degree requirement for membership
in AAUW.. 

   Key Dates for 2024 Vote
April 3 | Voting opens (online voting is
encouraged)
May 15 | Online voting ends at 12:00 pm ET and
results announced online

The board firmly believes that the proposed
amendment is in the best interests of AAUW and its
future relevance and sustainability as an inclusive
and forward-thinking organization committed to
advancing equity for women and girls. The board

urges a vote in favor of the amendment.

I t ‘ s  T i m e  T o  V o t e
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If you’d like to join our book club, please contact Mary Harlander-

Locke (mary.harlanderlocke@gmail.com). The schedule of books they

are reading can be found on the AAUW Branch website. 

N E W S  F R O M  A A U W  B O O K  C L U B S
T h e  T h u r s d a y  A A U W  B o o k  C l u b  m e e t s

n e x t  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  M a y  2 3 ,  @  6 : 3 0  p . m . ,
t o  d i s c u s s  “ T h e  A u b u r n  C o n f e r e n c e ”  b y

T o m  P i a z z o .  H e l d  a t  L i n d a  N i s t l e r -
S c h n a b e l ’ s  h o m e .  

A A U W  m e m b e r s  c a n  c o n t a c t  M a r y
H a r l a n d e r - L o c k e  i f  t h e y  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d

i n  j o i n i n g .   

“ L o v e  t h i s  g r o u p ! !  S u c h  a n  a m a z i n g  g r o u p  o f  w o m e n ! !❣️❣️❣️ ”  -  L i n d a  N  S

“ I  t r u l y  a d o r e  y o u  a l l .  I t ' s  s o  w o n d e r f u l  t o  d i g  d e e p  a n d  h a v e  s u c h  m e a n i n g f u l
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  -  i t  r e a l l y  m e a n s  a  l o t  t o  m e  t h a t  w e  s h a r e ” .  -  B a r b

O n  W e d n e s d a y ,  M a y  1 ,  a t  1 2 : 0 0 p m  f o r
a n  p o t  l u c k .  T h e  A A U W  W e d n e s d a y

A f t e r n o o n  B o o k  C l u b  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s i n g
“ W a l k i n g  t h e  O l d  R o a d ”  b y  S t a c i  L o l a

D r o u i l l a r d .  H o s t e d  b y  H e l e n
B e t t e n d o r f .

 I f  y o u  a r e  n e w ,  c a l l  M o l l y  E w i n g  f o r
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  3 2 0 - 2 5 2 - 2 1 6 6 .  

H o p e  t o  s e e  y o u  t h e r e !

S u b m i t t e d  b y  M a r y  H a r l a n d e r - L o c k e

S u b m i t t e d  b y  M a r y  L o u  L e n z
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Interested in joining A SENIOR DANCE TEAM?
It started with a Dance Fitness class. Some of the  students in the class suggested starting a Dance

Team after seeing a University of Minnesota Senior Dance Team perform during a half-time

basketball game. In sharing our idea with Whitney Program Director, Kylie Weller, we had their

support!

In looking for a coach, the SCSU Gerontology Department was contacted to see if someone in their

classes might want to volunteer as coaches.Luckily, two experienced Dance Team dancers took on

the project.

For the last month, Lucy and Grace have been working with seniors to teach them all about a dance

team. For instance, synchronized dancing, often with motions that match the music or tell the story

of the song, are combined. Putting on a performance is also an important part of a dance team.

Therefore, if we get our act together, our Whitney Senior Dance Team will perform for you at the

May 14th luncheon at SCSU.

S e n i o r  D a n c e  T e a m  O p p o r t u n i t y
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COACH LUCY - A SENIOR AT SAUK

RAPIDS HS WHO HAS BEEN

DANCING SINCE SHE WAS 3

YEARS OLD. SHE WAS ON THE SR

DANCE TEAM FOR 4 YEARS. 

THREE OF THE WHITNEY SENIORS

PRACTICING SOME DANCE MOVES - DAYNA,

JEAN, AND ERIKA.



W h a t s  h a p p e n i n g  w i t h  t h e
L E A G U E  o f  W O M E N  V O T E R S  O F

S T .  C L O U D  A R E A ? ? ?

Important Dates for 2024
Election Year:

S t a t e  P r i m a r i e s :  A u g u s t  1 3 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e :  J u l y  2 3 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y / m a i l - i n  v o t i n g :  J u n e  2 8  -  A u g .  1 2 ,
2 0 2 4

G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n :  N o v e m b e r  5 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e :  O c t .  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y / m a i l - i n  v o t i n g :  S e p t .  2 0  -  N o v . 4 ,
2 0 2 4

Unit Meeting Schedule
M a y  8 ,  C o m m u n i t y  P o l i c i n g  U p d a t e

L W V S C A  S u m m e r  P l a n n i n g  2 0 2 4
T h u r s d a y ,  J u l y  1 1 ,  2 0 2 4  5 - 7 P M

C r o o k e d  P i n t ,  5 8  D i v i s i o n  S t ,  S t .  C l o u d ,  M N

S t .  C l o u d  C o m m u n i t y  P o l i c i n g  A g r e e m e n t  2 0 2 4
W e d n e s d a y m  M a y  8 ,  2 0 2 4  1 : 0 0 P M
B r e m e r  R o o m ,  S t .  C l o u d  L i b r a r y

1 3 0 0  W .  S t .  G e r m a i n  S t ,  S t .  C l o u d ,  M N  5 6 3 0 1

M a y  1 ,  2 0 2 4



Meet Your Board Members

Want to join the board? 
Contact us today! 
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D i s c l a i m e r :  T h e r e  i s  n o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n
w i l l  b e  s h a r e d  b u t  w e  w i l l  d o  o u r  b e s t  t o  g e t  i t  s h a r e d  i n

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n e w s l e t t e r .  

Do you have a special
announcement or event
you would like to share
with all the AAUW St.

Cloud Area (MN) Branch
members? 

Want it included in our
next Monthly

Newsletter???
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