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M e m o  F r o m  T h e  B o a r d

           We had a fabulous Tech Savvy event at SCSU on February 24. The
attending middle school girls were all excited, the Professors holding workshops
had a good time with such enthusiastic audiences, and the SCSU Student and
AAUW volunteers enjoyed ourselves also. Consider volunteering to assist with
next year’s event!
           We are all looking forward to the AAUW State Annual Meeting in Hastings,
MN on April 26-27. Hoping you can join us at that event.
           But, in case you’re staying in St. Cloud that weekend, the Paramount High
School Arts event (which we sponsor), is holding their Awards Ceremony on April
26th. Our Branch not only sponsors this competition, we fund two awards. The
gallery opens on April 2, and we hope you’ll be able to stop by the Paramount and
look at the results from all the talented young artists who are participating in the
event. We thank Kathryn Gainey for chairing this event for our Branch.
           We are also pleased to announce that your Board voted to fund four grants
in our yearly Scholarships for Young Leaders project. We will be awarding four
scholarships of $875.00 each to two students from SCSU and two from CSB.
Christine Lepkowski from SCSU and Whitney Court from CSB are administering
this program.
           We have formed an Executive Search Committee to find and train new
Board members for our 2024-2025 Board. Thanks to Pat Obstarczyk, Kathryn
Gainey, and Barb Wismer for performing this service to our Branch. Please note
that most positions are open, and job descriptions can be found on our website
https://stcloud-mn.aauw.net/. Please volunteer to help ensure that your Branch
continues to function and fund our programs for the community.
           The nominating committee will be presenting our nominees at the May
2024 Program Meeting, at which meeting voting will occur. Please note that this
will be a LUNCHEON meeting, on our regular second Tuesday of the month (May
14) from 11:30-1:00 pm. We’re having picnic food, and that will be fun. It’s our last
program of the season, so please be sure to book your reservation and attend.

As always, if you have any suggestions regarding programs, committees,
activities, or anything else regarding our Branch, please feel free to contact any
of your Board members. We’re here for you, and for AAUW!

A n d  M u c h  M o r e . . .

https://stcloud-mn.aauw.net/


If you’d like to join our book club, please contact Mary Harlander-

Locke (mary.harlanderlocke@gmail.com). The schedule of books they

are reading can be found on the AAUW Branch website. 

N E W S  F R O M  A A U W  B O O K  C L U B S
M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 4

T h e  T h u r s d a y  A A U W  B o o k  C l u b  m e e t s
n e x t  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  2 8  @  6 : 3 0

p . m . ,  t o  d i s c u s s  C r y i n g  i n  H  M a r t ”  b y
M i c h e l l e  Z a u n e r  –  l e a d  b y  L i n d a  N - S .  

A A U W  m e m b e r s  c a n  c o n t a c t  M a r y
H a r l a n d e r - L o c k e  f o r  t h e  Z o o m  l i n k .  

“ L o v e  t h i s  g r o u p ! !  S u c h  a n  a m a z i n g  g r o u p  o f  w o m e n ! !❣❣❣ ”  -  L i n d a  N  S

“ I  t r u l y  a d o r e  y o u  a l l .  I t ' s  s o  w o n d e r f u l  t o  d i g  d e e p  a n d  h a v e  s u c h  m e a n i n g f u l
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  -  i t  r e a l l y  m e a n s  a  l o t  t o  m e  t h a t  w e  s h a r e ” .  -  B a r b

O n  W e d n e s d a y ,  M a r c h  6 ,  a t  1 : 0 0 p m ,
t h e  A A U W  W e d n e s d a y  B o o k  C l u b  w i l l

m e e t  t o  d i s c u s s  “ D i n n e r s  W i t h  R u t h :  a
M e m o i r  o n  t h e  P o w e r  o f  F r i e n d s h i p ”  b y
N i n a  T o t e n b e r g  f o l l o w e d  w i t h  d e s s e r t

a n d  d i s c u s s i o n .  C o n n i e  C r a n e  i s
p r e s e n t e r ;  h o s t e s s  B o n i t a  B e n s c h o t e r .
L o c a t i o n :  M a r y  L o u ’ s  h o m e ,  S t .  C l o u d ,
M N .  I f  y o u  a r e  n e w ,  c a l l  M o l l y  E w i n g
f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  3 2 0 - 2 5 2 - 2 1 6 6 .  

H o p e  t o  s e e  y o u  t h e r e !

S u b m i t t e d  b y  K a t h r y n  G a i n e y

S u b m i t t e d  b y  M a r y  L o u  L e n z
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E m a i l :  a a u w s a i n t c l o u d @ g m a i l . c o m
S u b j e c t  L i n e :  R e s e r v a t i o n s

E m a i l  B o d y / M e s s a g e :  P l e a s e  r e s e r v e  [ # ]  p l a c e s  f o r
[ N a m e ]  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m  o n  [ D a t e ] .  I  a m  a  

[ M e m b e r ,  S t u d e n t  o r  G u e s t ]  a n d  I  r e q u i r e  a  
[ S p e c i a l  D i e t a r y  N e e d s ]  m e a l .  T h a n k s !

March Program
Tuesday, March 12, 5:30p.m.

Alumni Room, SCSU Atwood 

Tracy Hodel, pictured on right, will talk about

wastewater purification in St. Cloud and

surrounding cities, including how wastewater was

used to track the spread of COVID. Tracy Hodel is

the Public Services Director for the City of St.

Cloud. She has been serving the residents and

customers of the City of St. Cloud for over 23 years

in various roles. Ms. Hodel received her bachelors

degree in Aquatic Biology from St. Cloud State

University. She has a passion for providing

innovative, high quality, cost-effective services

through big and bold actions. She leads the

nationally and globally recognized City's energy and

sustainability efforts 

The deadline for reservation is March 5th.

Cost is $20 for national members and $10

for student members.
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AAUW is a co-sponsor of the annual
High School Art Exhibition at the

Paramount. Two artworks (one 2D and
one 3D) will be selected for a $250 cash

award. If you would like to help make
the selection of the AAUW award,

please contact Kathryn Gainey.

At the art reception on Friday, April
26th, we will need volunteers to help
host the event. Our organization will

have an information table for visibility
to the community.

Submitted by: Kathryn Gainey

W E  N E E D  A  C O U P L E  A A U W  M E M B E R S  T O  H E L P
S E L E C T  O U R  A W A R D  W I N N E R S  T H E  L A S T

W E E K  O F  M A R C H .  C o n t a c t :
k a g a i n e y @ s t c l o u d s t a t e  . e d u

A t  t h e  a r t  r e c e p t i o n  o n  F r i d a y ,  A p r i l  2 6 T H .   
W E  W I L L  N E E D  V O L U N T E E R S  T O  S I T  A T  O U R
A A U W  T A B L E  A N D  G I V E  O U T  I N F O R M A T I O N ,

D I R E C T  G U E S T S  T O  T H E  G A L L E R I E S ,  A N D
M A K E  A A U W  V I S I B L E .

C o n t a c t : k a g a i n e y @ s t c l o u d s t a t e . e d u
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A A U W  I n  T h e  C o m m u n i t y
M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 4

Submitted by: Kathryn Gainey



T e c h  S a v v y  2 0 2 4  O v e r v i e w
M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 4

H i g h  S c h o o l  V o l u n t e e r s

T e c h  S a v v y  V o l u n t e e r s

L u n c h  w a s  p r o v i d e d  t o
a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d

v o l u n t e e r s

L e a r n i n g  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m

G r o u p  C i r c l e

T h e s e  g i r l s  a r e
G L O W I N G

W e  h a d  a n o t h e r  s u c c e s s f u l  T e c h  S a v v y  e v e n t  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r y  b o o k s .  W e
h a d  a r o u n d  8 8  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  1 2  w o r k s h o p s ,  a  r e c o r d  o f  s t u d e n t

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s .  S h o u t - o u t  a n d  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  g r a t i t u d e  t o
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  T e c h  S a v v y

P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e ;  J a n  B e n s o n ,  S a r a h  P e t i t t o ,  B e t h  Z e n z e n ,  A l i c i a
P e t e r s o n ,  B o b b i e  L a m p i ,  L e a h  S t a n e k ,  K a t h r y n  G a i n e y ,  B a r b  W i s m e r ,

G i n n y  B i s e k ,  M o l l y  O ’ H a r a  E w i n g ,  B o n n i e  W e n k l e r ,  P a t  O b s t a r c z y k ,  B r a d y
D e G a g n e ,  L i n d a  N i s t l e r - S c h n a b e l ,  C h r i s  L e p k o w s k i ,  A n d r e a  T h o r s t e n s e n ,

A m y  T r o m b l e y ,  C a r o l i n e  W i l l i a m s ,  S u z a n n e  R o d e l l ,  K e l t i  L o r e n c e ,  K a t a r i n a
F r a n k  a n d  A p r i l  G o o d - V a n d e r L i n d e n .  A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k  y o u  t o  T e c h  S a v v y ’ s

S p o n s o r s ;  S t .  C l o u d  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  C o l l e g e  o f  S a i n t  B e n e d i c t  &  S a i n t
J o h n ’ s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  B l a t t n e r  C o m p a n y ,  B i g  O a k s  F o u n d a t i o n ,  G r a n i t e

P a r t n e r s ,  J . A .  W e d u m  F o u n d a t i o n ,  M i c r o b i o l o g i c s ,  A M G  P r o m o t i o n s  &
A p p a r e l ,  P a r k  I n d u s t r i e s ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  o u r  v e r y  o w n  A A U W  S a i n t  C l o u d

A r e a  ( M N )  B r a n c h .  



M o r e  T e c h  S a v v y  F u n . . .
M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 4

“ I n  o u r  s e s s i o n ,  v i s i t o r s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  t o  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t
h o w  e c l i p s e s  o c c u r  a n d  h o w  S C S U  s t u d e n t s  a r e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h
c o l l e c t i n g  d a t a  a b o u t  o u r  a t m o s p h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 3  a n d  2 0 2 4
s o l a r  e c l i p s e s .  T h e y  g o t  a  c h a n c e  t o  h o l d / p a s s  a r o u n d  t h e
i n s t r u m e n t s  w e  u s e  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  a n d  t h e n  -  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  o u r
a w e s o m e  s t u d e n t  v o l u n t e e r s  A l i s h a  a n d  J o e  -  w e  a l l  w e n t  o u t s i d e  t o
v i e w  s u n s p o t s  w i t h  s o l a r - s a f e  g l a s s e s  a n d  d e v i c e s  c a l l e d
" S u n s p o t t e r s . "  O u r  s e s s i o n  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a  t o u r  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t
n i g h t  s k y  u s i n g  t h e  P l a n e t a r i u m ' s  s t a r b a l l  p r o j e c t o r ,  w i t h  a  f o c u s
o n  t h e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s ,  p l a n e t s ,  a n d  M o o n  w h i c h  a r e  v i s i b l e  f r o m  o u r
l o c a t i o n  i n  S t .  C l o u d  d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g  h o u r s . ”  -  R a c h e l  H u m p h r e y  

H e r e  i s  w h a t  T e c h  S a v v y ’ s  P r e s e n t e r  o f  “ T o u r  o f  t h e
C u r r e n t  N i g h t  S k y ”  w o r k s h o p  s h a r e d . . .

P h o t o s  a r e  f r o m  t h e  T o u r  o f  t h e
C u r r e n t  N i g h t  S k y  W o r k s h o p



This spring AAUW members will be asked to vote on
amendments to the national bylaws recommended

by the AAUW Board of Directors and AAUW
Governance Committee to open membership by to

eliminating the degree requirement for membership
in AAUW.. 

   Key Dates for 2024 Vote
April 3 | Voting opens (online voting is
encouraged)
May 15 | Online voting ends at 12:00 pm ET and
results announced online

The board firmly believes that the proposed
amendment is in the best interests of AAUW and its
future relevance and sustainability as an inclusive
and forward-thinking organization committed to
advancing equity for women and girls. The board

urges a vote in favor of the amendment.

N e w s  f r o m  A A U W  S t a t e  a n d  N a t i o n a l
M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 4



N e w s  f r o m  A A U W  S t a t e  a n d  N a t i o n a l
M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 4

Register for MN AAUW Annual Meeting using AAUW-

MN-2024-Annual-Meeting-Registration-.pdf 

Program Information: Program-2024-AAUW-Minnesota-

Annual-Meeting-1.pdf 

Book Your Hotel: Confluence Hotel (651-432-0202): There is no

room block. Rooms will be discounted 15%, but you must

mention the AAUW State Meeting when booking. Book before

March 27 for AAUW discount.

Other Hotels: Nichols Inn (877-324-0295): 2400 Vermillion

Street (Hwy 61), Hastings, Minnesota

Country Inn and Suites (855-516-1090): 300 33rd Street W,

Hastings, MN

https://aauw.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f05eafb64ffa363ab35f82d56&id=e1f83a8edd&e=4cb1ca7930
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D i d  y o u  k n o w ? ? ?  T h e  A A U W ’ s  s t o r y  b e g i n s  i n  1 8 8 1 ,  w h e n  a
s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  f e m a l e  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s  b a n d e d  t o g e t h e r

t o  o p e n  t h e  d o o r s  f o r  w o m e n ’ s  c a r e e r  a d v a n c e m e n t  a n d  t o
e n c o u r a g e  m o r e  w o m e n  t o  p u r s u e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  

“ T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  U n i v e r s i t y
W o m e n  m i r r o r s  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  w o m e n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s .  A s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  c o l l e g e
g r e w ,  s o  d i d  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p .

W e ’ v e  p u b l i s h e d  h u n d r e d s  o f  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t s ,  f r o m  a n
1 8 8 5  p a p e r  d i s p r o v i n g  a  p r e v a i l i n g  m y t h  t h a t  c o l l e g e
i m p a i r s  a  w o m a n ’ s  f e r t i l i t y  t o ,  m o s t  r e c e n t l y ,  a  s t u d y

d o c u m e n t i n g  t h e  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  o f  w o r k p l a c e  s e x u a l
h a r a s s m e n t .  W e  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  a c a d e m i c

a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s c h o l a r s ,  f r o m
s c i e n t i s t  M a r i e  C u r i e ,  t h e  f i r s t  w o m a n  t o  w i n  a  N o b e l

P r i z e ,  t o  a s t r o n a u t  J u d i t h  R e s n i k ,  t h e  s e c o n d  w o m a n  i n
t r a v e l  i n  s p a c e .

O u r  a d v o c a c y  e f f o r t s  h a v e  p r o p e l l e d  c o u n t l e s s  n e w  l a w s ,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  E q u a l  P a y  A c t ,  f i r s t  p r o p o s e d  i n  1 9 4 5  a n d

f i n a l l y  p a s s e d  i n  1 9 6 3 ;  t h e  T i t l e  I X  a m e n d m e n t  i n  1 9 7 2 ;  t h e
F a m i l y  a n d  M e d i c a l  L e a v e  A c t  i n  1 9 9 3 ;  t h e  L i l l y  L e d b e t t e r

F a i r  P a y  A c t  i n  2 0 0 9 ;  a n d  t h e  P a y c h e c k  F a i r n e s s  A c t ,  w h i c h
w a s  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  2 0 1 9  b u t  i s

a w a i t i n g  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  S e n a t e .
W e ’ v e  c o m e  a  l o n g  w a y ,  b u t  w e  s t i l l  h a v e  a  l o n g  w a y  t o  g o .

I n  m a n y  w a y s ,  t h e  f i g h t  f o r  g e n d e r  e q u i t y  i s  j u s t  g e t t i n g
s t a r t e d .   J o i n  u s ! ”

 -  h t t p s : / / w w w . a a u w . o r g / a b o u t / h i s t o r y /  

M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 4

D i d  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  M a r c h  i s
W o m e n ’ s  H i s t o r y  M o n t h ? ? ?
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W h a t s  h a p p e n i n g  w i t h  t h e
L E A G U E  o f  W O M E N  V O T E R S  O F

S T .  C L O U D  A R E A ? ? ?

M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 4

Important Dates for 2024
Election Year:

P r e s i d e n t i a l  P r i m a r y :  M a r c h  5 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e :  F e b .  1 3 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y / m a i l - i n  v o t i n g :  J a n .  1 9  -  M a r .  4 ,
2 0 2 4

S t a t e  P r i m a r i e s :  A u g u s t  1 3 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e :  J u l y  2 3 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y / m a i l - i n  v o t i n g :  J u n e  2 8  -  A u g .  1 2 ,
2 0 2 4

G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n :  N o v e m b e r  5 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e :  O c t .  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y / m a i l - i n  v o t i n g :  S e p t .  2 0  -  N o v . 4 ,
2 0 2 4

Unit Meeting Schedule

M a r c h  1 2 ,  B o o k  B a n s
A p r i l  1 0 ,  T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t

M a y  8 ,  C o m m u n i t y  P o l i c i n g  U p d a t e



Meet Your Board Members

M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 4

Want to join the board? 
Contact us today! 



M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 4

A r e  y o u  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  A A U W
e x e c u t i v e  b o a r d ? ? ?

B o a r d  P r e s i d e n t
B o a r d  F i n a n c e  V P

M e m b e r s h i p  V P
R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  &  R S  A l t e r n a t i v e

P r o g r a m s  V P
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  V P

S C S U  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

C o n t a c t  B a r b  W i s m e r  t o d a y ,
b w i s m e r 1 0 4 0 @ g m a i l . c o m  o r  ( 6 1 6 )  2 0 6 - 8 6 7 7  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xscRULQKq0ae9PrnSpIaf5RktXxfSlBPjGFdg5-tH5BUN0tQU0lQVjhCWjVESzQ0WTlGQlVDOEJBRC4u
mailto:bwismer1040@gmail.com
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Do you have a special
announcement or event
you would like to share
with all the AAUW St.

Cloud Area (MN) Branch
members? 

Want it included in our
next Monthly

Newsletter???

M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 4

D i s c l a i m e r :  T h e r e  i s  n o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n
w i l l  b e  s h a r e d  b u t  w e  w i l l  d o  o u r  b e s t  t o  g e t  i t  s h a r e d  i n

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n e w s l e t t e r .  


