
THE MONTHLY MONITOR
T H E  O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  A A U W  S T .  C L O U D  ( M N )  A R E A  B R A N C H

F e b r u a r y  1 ,  2 0 2 4

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

T a l e n t  &  S t r e n g t h  
S u r v e y

A A U W  B o o k  C l u b s

U p c o m i n g  2 0 2 4  E v e n t s

T E C H  S A V V Y

I n f o  F r o m  
S t a t e  a n d  N a t i o n a l

Memo From The Board B Y  A A U W  B O A R D

M e m o  F r o m  T h e  B o a r d

In December/January, your Board voted unanimously to fund the 2024
Paramount Center for the Arts Festival with a $1,000 sponsorship grant, and two
$250 student awards. We also voted to allocate funding for the Flash Funds
programs which had utilized funds during the 2023 calendar year, as follows:
Flash Funds for Minority Women – SCSU $500.00
Flash Funds for Minority Women – CSB $400.00

Your Board unanimously voted to refrain from NCCWSL participation in 2024,
and form a committee to investigate participation in 2025. While we are
supportive of the program we do not have volunteers to manage our
participation.

Your Board voted and approved a $125.00 donation in support of the D-Blake
Center Eight Grade Graduation event, to be held at SCSU on June 8, 2024. We are
so pleased to be able to help again this year with this event.

Our Finance Chair Barb Wismer has devised a way to track all our expenses, from
initial request through to showing the source of funds. This was a request from
the State organization, to begin such tracking and to improve our audit trails.

We remain in great need of volunteers to work with our existing Board members,
and take over those positions when this fiscal year ends on June 30, 2024. We are
forming an Executive Search Committee, but if your skills and talents can be
applied to assist our Branch in any way, please contact us. We’d really like to get
new Board members trained but will, of course, be available to answer any
questions or concerns.

As always, if you have any suggestions regarding programs, committees,
activities, or anything else regarding our Branch, please feel free to contact any
of your Board members. We’re here for you, and for AAUW!N e w s  F r o m  O u r  F r i e n d s ,  

L e a g u e  o f  W o m e n  V o t e r s
o f  S t .  C l o u d  A r e a



F e b r u a r y  1 ,  2 0 2 4

A r e  y o u  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  A A U W
e x e c u t i v e  b o a r d ? ? ?

B o a r d  P r e s i d e n t
B o a r d  F i n a n c e  V P

M e m b e r s h i p  V P
R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  &  R S  A l t e r n a t i v e

P r o g r a m s  V P
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  V P

S C S U  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

C o n t a c t  B a r b  W i s m e r  t o d a y ,
b w i s m e r 1 0 4 0 @ g m a i l . c o m  o r  ( 6 1 6 )  2 0 6 - 8 6 7 7  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xscRULQKq0ae9PrnSpIaf5RktXxfSlBPjGFdg5-tH5BUN0tQU0lQVjhCWjVESzQ0WTlGQlVDOEJBRC4u
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If you’d like to join our book club, please contact Mary Harlander-

Locke (mary.harlanderlocke@gmail.com). The schedule of books they

are reading can be found on the AAUW Branch website. 

N E W S  F R O M  A A U W  B O O K  C L U B S
F e b r u a r y  1 ,  2 0 2 4

O n e  o f  t h e  A A U W  B o o k  C l u b  m e e t s  n e x t
o n  T h u r s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 2 n d  @  6 : 3 0

p . m . ,  t o  d i s c u s s  “ T h e  C o m f o r t  o f  t h e
C r o w s ”  b y  M a r g a r e t  R e n k l .  T h i s

m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  l e a d  b y  S u z a n n e  v i a
Z o o m .  A A U W  m e m b e r s  c a n  c o n t a c t

M a r y  H a r l a n d e r - L o c k e  f o r  t h e  Z o o m
l i n k .  

“ L o v e  t h i s  g r o u p ! !  S u c h  a n  a m a z i n g  g r o u p  o f  w o m e n ! !❣❣❣ ”  -  L i n d a  N  S

“ I  t r u l y  a d o r e  y o u  a l l .  I t ' s  s o  w o n d e r f u l  t o  d i g  d e e p  a n d  h a v e  s u c h  m e a n i n g f u l
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  -  i t  r e a l l y  m e a n s  a  l o t  t o  m e  t h a t  w e  s h a r e ” .  -  B a r b

O n  W e d n e s d a y ,  F e b  7 ,  a t  1 : 0 0 p m ,  t h e
A A U W  A f t e r n o o n  B o o k  C l u b  … . t h e

l o n g e s t  r u n n i n g  l o c a l  g r o u p ,  w i l l  m e e t
t o  d i s c u s s  “ H a m n e t ,  a  N o v e l  o f  t h e

P l a g u e ”  b y  M a g g i e  O ’ F a r r e l l  f o l l o w e d
w i t h  d e s s e r t  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n .  M a r c i a

S u m m e r s  i s  p r e s e n t e r ;  h o s t e s s
C o n s t a n c e  C r a n e .

L o c a t i o n :  6 6 7 0  N o r t h w o o d  L a n e ,  S t .
C l o u d  i n  t h e  d i n i n g  h a l l  o n  g r o u n d
l e v e l … .  E n t e r  t h e  d o o r  s o u t h  o f  t h e
m a i n  e n t r a n c e .  I f  y o u  a r e  n e w ,  c a l l
M o l l y  E w i n g  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,

3 2 0 - 2 5 2 - 2 1 6 6 .  
H o p e  t o  s e e  y o u  t h e r e !

S u b m i t t e d  b y  K a t h r y n  G a i n e y

S u b m i t t e d  b y  M a r y  L o u  L e n z
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R E G I S T R A T I O N  f o r  f i f t h -  t h r o u g h  e i g h t h - g r a d e  g i r l s
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  2 0 2 4  T e c h  S a v v y  i s  n o w  o p e n .

T H E  E V E N T :  B r i n g  a  f r i e n d  o r  f r i e n d s  a n d  j o i n  u s  o n  S t .  C l o u d
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  c a m p u s  f o r  t h i s  o n e  d a y  e v e n t !  A t t e n d e e s
c a n  c h o o s e  f r o m  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  f u n ,  e n g a g i n g ,  i n t e r a c t i v e
w o r k s h o p s  t h a t  h e l p  y o u  e x p l o r e  a n d  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  S T E M
f i e l d ,  a n d  i f  i t  m i g h t  b e  a  p e r f e c t  f i t  f o r  y o u r  f u t u r e !

A T T E N D :  C o s t  i s  $ 1 0  ( i n c l u d e s  m a t e r i a l s ,  l u n c h ,  s w a g ,  a n d
r a f f l e  t i c k e t s  f o r  s p o n s o r e d  p r i z e s ) .
S i g n  u p  e a r l y ,  a s  s p a c e  i s  l i m i t e d !  

V O L U N T E E R :  P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  v o l u n t e e r i n g  a t  T e c h
S a v v y .  T h e  e v e n t  r u n s  f r o m  7 : 3 0 a m  t o  3 : 0 0  a n d
v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  n e e d e d  f o r  a l l  t h a t  d a y .  C o m e  f o r  a  f e w
h o u r s  t o  h e l p  r e g i s t e r ,  o r  c o m e  t o  h e l p  s e r v e  l u n c h  a n d
c l e a n  u p  o r  s t a y  a l l  d a y  a n d  d o  b o t h .  I t ' s  a  g r e a t  e v e n t .
C a l l  o r  e m a i l  G i n n y  B i s e k  a t  3 2 0 - 2 6 0 - 5 9 9 6  o r
g i n n y b i s e k @ g m a i l . c o m ,  o r  J a n  B e n s e n  a t  3 2 0 - 2 6 0 - 5 4 6 2
o r  b j j b 7 2 g m a i l . c o m .

C o n t a c t  U s :  t e c h s a v v y s t c @ g m a i l . c o m

U p c o m i n g  2 0 2 4  E v e n t s  S c h e d u l e  
F e b r u a r y  1 ,  2 0 2 4

February Program - Tech Savvy 
February 24th, 2024

Saint Cloud State University
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P i c k  u p  a  F R E E
A A U W  D i r e c t o r y

a t  t h e  M a r c h
m e e t i n g .

U p c o m i n g  2 0 2 4  E v e n t s  S c h e d u l e  
F e b r u a r y  1 ,  2 0 2 4

E m a i l :  a a u w s a i n t c l o u d @ g m a i l . c o m
S u b j e c t  L i n e :  R e s e r v a t i o n s

E m a i l  B o d y / M e s s a g e :  P l e a s e  r e s e r v e  [ # ]  p l a c e s  f o r
[ N a m e ]  f o r  t h e  p r o g r a m  o n  [ D a t e ] .  I  a m  a  

[ M e m b e r ,  S t u d e n t  o r  G u e s t ]  a n d  I  r e q u i r e  a  
[ S p e c i a l  D i e t a r y  N e e d s ]  m e a l .  T h a n k s !
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AAUW is a co-sponsor of the annual
High School Art Exhibition at the

Paramount. Two artworks (one 2d and
one 3d) will be selected for a $250 cash

award. If you would like to help make
the selection of the AAUW award,

please contact Kathryn Gainey.

At the art reception on Friday, April
26th, we will need volunteers to help
host the event. Our organization will

have an information table for visibility
to the community.

EXHIBITION DESCRIPTION
Annually, more than 30 area high schools located within a 35-mile radius of the Paramount
are invited to participate in an art exhibition and competition. Our galleries usually feature

about 100 pieces created by local students annually and celebrate the work of public school
art teachers.

EXHIBITION DATES
Onsite galleries will be open to the public from April 2 – 26th

A virtual gallery will also be made available to view the artwork online 
(Check back in April 2nd for the link).

Art Reception: Fri, April 26 || 5:30 – 6:30 PM
Awards Ceremony: Fri, April 26 | 6:30 – 7:00 PM (artwork will be taken home by students at

the conclusion of the ceremony).
We hope students, along with family and friends participate in the evening filled with music,
food, and awards centered around the culmination of your work as committed and inspiring

teacher.

GALLERY HOURS
Historic Lobby and Gallery Saint Germain, main levels

Mon – Fri || 10am – 5pm
Sat || 10am – 2pm

Always Free to Attend. Always Inspiring.
 If you would like to purchase a particular piece from the Art Exhibit, please contact the Gift

Gallery.

Submitted by: Kathryn Gainey



This spring AAUW members will be asked to vote on
amendments to the national bylaws recommended

by the AAUW Board of Directors and AAUW
Governance Committee to open membership by to

eliminating the degree requirement for membership
in AAUW.. 

   Key Dates for 2024 Vote
April 3 | Voting opens (online voting is
encouraged)
May 15 | Online voting ends at 12:00 pm ET and
results announced online

The board firmly believes that the proposed
amendment is in the best interests of AAUW and its
future relevance and sustainability as an inclusive
and forward-thinking organization committed to
advancing equity for women and girls. The board

urges a vote in favor of the amendment.

N e w s  f r o m  A A U W  S t a t e  a n d  N a t i o n a l
F e b r u a r y  1 ,  2 0 2 4



W h a t s  h a p p e n i n g  w i t h  t h e
L E A G U E  o f  W O M E N  V O T E R S  O F

S T .  C L O U D  A R E A ? ? ?

F e b r u a r y  1 ,  2 0 2 4

D i a l o g u e  &  D r i n k  T h u r s d a y
T h u r s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  2 0 2 4  5 - 7 P M

H o u s e  o f  P i z z a ,  4 0 4 0  S e c o n d  S t .  S ,  S t .  C l o u d ,  M N

Important Dates for 2024
Election Year:

P r e s i d e n t i a l  P r i m a r y :  M a r c h  5 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e :  F e b .  1 3 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y / m a i l - i n  v o t i n g :  J a n .  1 9  -  M a r .  4 ,  2 0 2 4

S t a t e  P r i m a r i e s :  A u g u s t  1 3 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e :  J u l y  2 3 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y / m a i l - i n  v o t i n g :  J u n e  2 8  -  A u g .  1 2 ,  2 0 2 4

G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n :  N o v e m b e r  5 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e :  O c t .  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4
E a r l y / m a i l - i n  v o t i n g :  S e p t .  2 0  -  N o v . 4 ,  2 0 2 4

1 0 4 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  M e m b e r s h i p  D i n n e r
S a t u r d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 4  4 : 3 0 - 7 : 3 0 P M

K e l l y  I n n ,  1 0 0  4 t h  A v e  S ,  S t .  C l o u d ,  M N

N o w  t h a t  t h e  h o l i d a y s  a r e  i n  t h e  r e a r v i e w  m i r r o r  i t ’ s  t i m e  t o  f o c u s  o n  2 0 2 4 .  T h i s  i s  a
p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  y e a r ,  a n d  i t ’ s  a l s o  t h e  t i m e  f o r  o u r  a n n u a l  W i n t e r  P l a n n i n g

m e e t i n g .  O u r
W i n t e r  P l a n n i n g  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  h e l d  i n  p e r s o n  a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  w i t h  a  Z o o m  o p t i o n  o n

J a n u a r y  2 7  a t  1 : 3 0  P M .



Meet Your Board Members

F e b r u a r y  1 ,  2 0 2 4

Want to join the board? 

Contact us today! 



Do you have a special announcement or
event you would like to share with all
the AAUW St. Cloud Area (MN) Branch

members? 
Want it included in our next

Monthly Newsletter???

F e b r u a r y  1 ,  2 0 2 4

D i s c l a i m e r :  T h e r e  i s  n o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n
w i l l  b e  s h a r e d  b u t  w e  w i l l  d o  o u r  b e s t  t o  g e t  i t  s h a r e d  i n

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n e w s l e t t e r .  


